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The study of Fashion Design focuses on developing 
an in-depth understanding of fashion design through 
exploratory and experimental projects. This course 
takes the student from design concepts and processes 
through to final production, while teaching required 
business and contextual studies. It provides an 
integrated approach, combining creativity with applied 
technical proficiency. With a strong foundation in 
technical proficiency and a good eye for market trends, 
students will start to hone their individual styles and 
identities through their collections. Training students 
to be flexible in responding to ever-changing market 
needs, technological developments and trends, fashion 
graduates will be ready to assume professional work in 
this fast-paced industry.
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Raffles graduate being interviewed during 2014 SS Fashion Week, together with the models wearing her design.
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Colour for Designers
Students will learn to understand the history and psychology of color. They will learn to create a color 
wheel and study tints, tones and shades, do research into optical illusions of varying shapes and colors. 
They will learn to use different combinations of lines, dots, shapes and volume to create different 
effects.

Fibers and Textiles
Students will learn to identify the origin and nature of textile fibers, analyze the properties of fibers 
and threads to explain the different spinning methods and processes. Different fabrics, fabric finishes 
and explanation of textile trends will also be explored. Students will learn to recognize the relationship 
between different fabrics and their successful application in various apparel categories, with a 
discussion of recent fabric development.

History of Costume
This module involves the identification of costumes and accessories of each historic period. The 
definition of major elements that influenced and changed costumes throughout history and the analysis 
of the relationship between costumes and artistic styles of each period will be explored. Students will 
be required to identify costume characteristics, details and accessories from each period.

Digital Image Processing (CAD)
Students will be introduced to Computer Aided Design (CAD) software and its application to Fashion 
Design. They will be familiarized with the use of the software and its applications. The importance of 
CAD in illustrations, technical drawings and presentations, through both theory and practice will be 
explored.

Fashion Draping
Students will be taught to use specific draping vocabulary and fundamental rules pertaining to fashion 
draping techniques as the application of draping techniques in making of simple muslins or toils from 
chosen sketches or fashion photographs, according to the measurements specified also fundamental 
draping techniques for bodices, skirts, sleeves, collars and dress on the standard industrial dress forms 
will be taught. This module equips students with the ability to drape toiles according to chosen fashion 
sketches or photographs and make paper patterns from toiles. Students will be taught to master the 
vocabulary and techniques of advanced draping on an industrial form. Through techniques acquired, 
they will be required to fit the toiles on mannequins and live models, and develop paper patterns and 
alterations accordingly.

Pattern Drafting
The objective of this module is to teach students the vocabulary related to women’s wear. Students 
will learn to identify the configuration of the female silhouette in relation to the cut of a garment, draft 
master patterns for slopers (blocks) and use them to develop pattern interpretation according to the 
style lines of a sketch or fashion photograph for standard industrial dress forms. Students will learn to 
identify the configuration of the female silhouette in relation to the cut of more complex garments. They 
will learn to develop pattern for bodices, skirts, sleeves, collars, dress, jacket and pants and to create 
muslins from the patterns constructed and analyse them on a mannequin.

Sewing Applications
Students will learn to identify the required sewing material and know the various parts of an industrial 
sewing machine. They will learn to operate industrial equipment in respect to the safety standards 
of the fashion industry, as well as apply various industrial techniques used in making basic garment 
samples. Students will be equipped with the ability to understand the paper patterns and the proper 
process in assembling of the sample garment using acquired sewing techniques. Complex sewing 
techniques for various garments such as bodice, skirt, shirts, blouses and pants and dexterity in 
women’s wear sewing techniques will be taught.

Fashion Drawing
Students will study the human anatomy in various positions, adapted to the stylized proportions of a 
fashion sketch.

Advanced Sewing Techniques
Students will learn to develop a critical sense to choose and apply functional working methods. This 
will involve the exploration of various sewing techniques and its applications to tailored suits, coats and 
sportswear.

Project Workshop
Based on the sketches and illustrations developed in the Design Research & Development module, 
students will create patterns, toiles and final garments according to the criteria specified in the project 
briefs corresponding to the norms of the industry and demand of the target markets.
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ិሮ̮ፁ Key Module Description

Menswear Workshop
Students will learn to master the vocabulary related to men’s wear design, trace and develop the 
various men’s wear blocks and identify the morphological components of the human form related to 
the masculine cut.

Design Research and Development
Students will develop critical thinking through a series of themed projects. The creation of garments 
based on trends and current events according to specific criteria of the project brief will be explored. 
Students will continue to develop the personal style in relation to design illustrations and storyboards. 
Through the analysis of current fashion trends and project briefs, students will learn to create ready-to-
wear collections. They will develop ideas through working journals and sketchbooks to produce designs 
for the mini collection.

20th Century Style and Trends
This module teaches students to identify characteristics of haute couture from its beginnings to modern 
day, define major elements that have influenced changes in fashion, tracing the history of mass 
production and ready-to-wear clothing. Analysis of the relationship between fashion and the artistic 
styles of each decade and issues regarding the influence of historic dress on contemporary fashion 
will also be explored. Students will analyse trends in the 20th century and its impact on couture, prêt-
a-porter and mass-market fashion. The influences of cinema, music, media, art and entertainment on 
fashion trends will be investigated. Psychological perspectives, cycles and rhythms of fashion will be 
applied.

ARCS
The course prepares students in Communication and Research skills. The three main areas of focus 
are: Research and Analysis, Academic Writing Skills and Academic Presentation Skills.

Mini Collection Workshop
Using the designs developed from Design Research & Development students will produce patterns and 
toiles for each selected design. They will assemble and complete fittings on mannequins or live models 
before realizing the actual garments. This module will also expose students to the multifaceted nature 
of fashion coordination through the graduation fashion show such as fittings, alterations, choreography, 
scheduling and overall coordination of a fashion show.

Pattern Aided Design, Grading and Costing
Students will be taught to identify and describe the principal tools of grading and their characteristics. 
They will comprehend and utilize standard measurement charts for grading, develop grading 
techniques utilizing women’s blocks and maximize the employment of precision within the grading 
evolution and marker making. Students will learn to identify the principles and applications of CAD 
(Computer Aided Design) in the fashion industry. They will be familiarized with the computer and its 
environment, recognize and understand the system and its peripheral equipment (laser writer, digitizer, 
plotter). At the end of this module, they will develop the ability to interpret a fashion sketch by drafting, 
grading and marking patterns by computer.

Internship
The objective of this internship is to allow student-trainees to familiarize themselves with the day-to 
day requirements of the real industrialised world and to put into practice the knowledge which they 
have acquired during their course of study with us.
It is an opportunity for the student to equip themselves with the necessary skills and requirements of 
the real business world to prepare them for their future career.
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